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As we view broadly the civilizations of the
Orient and Occident respectively, certain general
contrasts, important for our understanding of
student life in Asia, force themselves upon us.
Without thought we are likely to assume with
characteristic provincialism that the present
attainments of the West are due to intrinsic
race superiority or to our own merits. We shall
find, however, that they are the result of certain
underlying principles or conceptions of life which
we did not originate or create, but which our
ancestors received from without, in fact, from
that very East, which the superficial student of
the West now, perchance, complacently and
patronizingly pities.

Our similarities are far greater than our
differences, and the present variations are not
those of essential and permanent race superiority
or inferiority, but merely the result of prior
privilege and the developments brought by time.
Racial characteristics are primarily sociological,
not biological; they are due to differences of
environment, not to intrinsic racial qualities.

Dr. Nitobe describes the outstanding differ-
ences between the East and West as follows :

"It is said that the genius of the East is
spiritual, mystical, psychical, and that of the
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